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Phone: 306-764-6100 

About Kaskew 

Established in April 2011, Kaskew Forestry Products LP is owned by Montreal Lake 

Business Ventures LP, the Business arm of Montreal Lake Cree Nation. Kaskew 

manages and operates a wood allocation in our vast ancestral territory in North-

ern Saskatchewan within the Prince Albert Forest Management Agreement 

(PAFMA) including harvesting and supplying wood fibre to mills in Saskatche-

wan.  We have an annual wood fiver allocation of 200,000 m3 or softwood and 

40,000 m3 of hardwood in our operating zone through the PAFMA.  

Mission Statement: 

We are dedicated to promoting forest-based economic development in Montreal 

Lake Cree Nation to create wealth, employment, and self sufficiency for a prosper-

ous community for the present and future generations. Our goal is to enhance ca-

pacity of our members to participate in forest-based business by providing them 

with entrepreneurial opportunities, skill development and education while utilizing 

forest resources in a way that is environmentally sustainable, cooperative, ac-

countable and transparent.  

Kaskew Forestry 

Products LP 

 On May 26th Kaskew’s field crew consisting of Patty-Anne Bird 

and Aubrey Cartier met up with the grade seven class of the Senator 

Allen Bird Memorial School in Montreal Lake. The teacher Jolene Ev-

erest took students to the Nipikamew sandcliffs to discuss the then 

current topics of their science class which include: rocks and land for-

mations. Kaskew’s staff was also able to discuss with the students the 

ecology of trees in the area, the importance of healthy soils and de-

composition in the forest and the ecology and usefulness of birch 

Nipikamew Sand Cliffs Youth Field Trip 

Kaskew 

We’re on the Web 

www.kaskewforestryproducts.com 

 Youth Benefit Coordinator, Fuji, initiated Kaskew to come talk 

to youth attending a benefit camp and getaway. The discussion includ-

ed forest cycles, how different types and ages of forests support differ-

ent species over time, the types of natural disturbances and the role 

they have in the forest, and how we are the caretakers of the forest and 

Mother Earth. The camp was held at MacClennan Lake where kids 

were able to swim, take forest walks, zipline, learn to process moose 

meat, socialize and various other activities over the week. Kaskew staff 

also planted some trees with the youth in a burned area. Kids were able 

to see the regeneration of plants and young trees post-fire as well as 

identify plants using a plant guide.   
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Youth Tree Plant Day 

 Kaskew field staff held a Youth Tree Plant Day, on June 14th, with students from 

kindergarten to grade 8. White spruce seedlings were donated by the PRT nursery and 

about 150 students were able to pick up a shovel and learn about tree planting. An initial 

presentation was given on safety, planting technique, and discussion throughout the day 

on planting. Sites to be planted were determined by member of Council Dirk Macdonald. 

Trees were planted around the perimeter of the schools soccer field and next to the church 

across from the field. Melissa of the Ne-He-Thow organized a hotdog lunch for students on 

the patio of the store. The lunch was complete with the hotdogs, drinks, snack goodie bags 

and decorations.   More photos from this day can be viewed at:                             

    www.kaskewforestryproducts.com 
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 Chaga is para-

sitic on birch and 

other hardwood 

trees. The sterile conk 

is irregularly formed 

and has the appear-

ance of burnt char-

coal with rusty or-

ange undertones. 

Chaga is the most nu-

tritionally dense of all 

tree growths. Even 

though it is a parasite 

the host tree can sur-

vive for many dec-

ades after receiving 

the chaga spore. 

 Chaga collectors can 

return to the same 

trees for many years 

if they properly har-

vest the chaga. Prop-

er harvest is similar 

to harvests of other 

fungus’ where you do 

not remove every-

thing but leave the 

base connected to the 

tree so it may regrow. 

“Chaga contains wild-

source minerals and is 

particularly high in 

copper, calcium, potas-

sium, manganese, zinc, 

and iron. Yet, its most 

potent ingredient is a 

special substance 

known as superoxide 

dismutase (SOD). This 

is an enzyme with 

great potency which is 

known to curb aging of 

the tissues.”(Chaga 

Knowledge, 2016.) 

 Ancient China be-

lieved chaga was able 

to increase longevity. 

It can be used as a cof-

fee replacement as it 

gives energy and has 

health benefits. It can 

be made into a tea or 

raw pieces can be ab-

sorbed under the 

tongue.  

Chaga is believed to 

be one of the most 

concentrated adap-

togen sources. An 

adaptogen is a natu-

ral substance consid-

ered to help the body 

adapt to stress and to 

exert a normalizing 

effect upon bodily 

processes. A well-

known example is 

ginseng. Since the 

1950’s numerous 

studies have been 

done in Russia on the 

adaptogen capabili-

ties of chaga. They 

gave chaga to numer-

ous candidates over 

the years to help 

them conquer illness 

and disease. These 

studies have conclud-

ed that 80% of dis-

eases are stress relat-

ed and curable.  

Chaga: The Diamond of the Forest 

“Chaga is 
the most 

nutritionally 
dense of all 

tree 
growths.”   
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